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Goat Nutrition: We know some 
things, but more to learn
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Current Recommendations

• 0.1 in. fat over loin at 13th rib
• Overly fat carcasses have a thin layer of fat over the         
back and a thick pad of fat over the shoulders and ribs.

From LSUAgCenter.com
Meat Goat Selection, Carcass Evaluation & Fabrication Guide

Judging Meat or Market Goats



Estimating Backfat by Feel
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1987 NRC Nutrient Requirements of Goats
Growing Kids 65 lbs. gaining 0.44 lb/day

Daily feed, lbs. 2.3
TDN, % 65.2
Protein, % 13.6
Calcium, % 0.65
Phosphorus, % 0.32



https://www.langston.edu/goat-research#



http://www.luresext.edu/goats/research/nutr_calc.htm
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Langston University Nutrient Requirements of Goats
60 lb. yearling goat ½ Boer

Daily feed, lbs. 2.0
TDN, % 70
Protein, % 19
Calcium, % .38
Phosphorus, % .26

If fed 3.0 lbs./day, crude protein requirement = 12.6%

1987 NRC Nutrient Requirements of Goats
Growing Kids 65 lbs. gaining 0.44 lb/day

Daily feed, lbs. 2.3
TDN, % 65.2
Protein, % 13.6
Calcium, % .65
Phosphorus, % .32
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Questions?



Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN)

10 lbs. hay 4 lbs. manure

10 lbs. fed - 4 lbs. manure = 6 lbs. digested

 6   =   60 % TDN
10
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