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4-H Youth Development 

Jessie Van Buren, 4-H Educator 
Phone: 208-883-2267 
Email:  jvanburen@uidaho.edu 
Follow 4-H on Facebook @LatahCounty4H 

LATAH COUNTY 4-H NEWSLETTER 
“To Make the Best Better”       
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LATAH COUNTY 4-H OFFICE 
Happy Holidays!  Hopefully, you enjoyed your time and made the most of 
school break.  The office will be closed January 15 in observance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day.  Also, I will be travelling Jan 19-21 for the State Teen 
Association Convention Planning Committee meeting in Boise.  Feel free to 
contact me via email or call the office if you need assistance. 
Leaders - as you are planning your project meetings, please let me know if 
you need any help procuring supplies.  If I don’t have the items in my office, I 
may be able to purchase them for you to borrow.  Also, please remember to 
renew your leader status (training, background check, dues)!  Thank you for 
all that you do to support the youth in the county! 
-Jessie Van Buren 

2023-2024 ENROLLMENT   

Latah County enrollment for the new 4-H year in ZSuite is open.  If you 
already have a ZSuite account, please do not create a new account.  
Enrollment will happen through your existing family account. 

Enrollment is not considered COMPLETE until your dues are paid via check, 
cash, or credit card over the phone:   

General Members: $25  Horse Members: $30       
Leaders: $5    Family Cap (3+ members):  $75 

New this year: Latah County 4-H enrollment (ZSuite submitted & dues paid) 
will be due March 31 in order to have a project at the Latah County Fair. 

Coming soon: Latah County will soon have an online payment platform!  A 
link to pay dues online will be sent out when it becomes available and will be 
provided in ZSuite. 

Be sure to follow UI Extension 4-H, Latah 
County on Facebook to stay up to date on 
county events and other regional 
opportunities! 



 

 

Teen Opportunities       
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Meet the 2024 Latah County 4-H Livestock Ambassadors!  

It is U of I policy to prohibit and eliminate discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation and gender identity/expression, age, disability, or status as a Vietnam-era veteran. This policy applies to all programs, services, and 
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MCKENNA (PUNK) KNOTT 
McKenna is a member of the Golden Go-4’s 4-H 
Club and the Moscow FFA Chapter.  She has 
experience showing beef, goat, and swine.  
Previously, McKenna has helped other youth in 
the region with showmanship, clipping, halter 
breaking, and much more.  McKenna is looking 
forward to helping more youth get involved in 
agriculture before going to college this fall. 

SAMANTHA SMITH 
Sam is also a member of the Golden Go-4’s 4-H 

Club and the Moscow FFA Chapter.  Her expertise 
includes raising and showing sheep.  Sam has 

helped many youth with their showmanship 
techniques and selecting their animals.  Sam 

enjoys helping youth gain confidence exhibiting 
their project. 

BELLE ORCUTT 
Belle is a member of the Country Kids 4-H Club 
and her local FFA Chapter.  She has extensive 
knowledge of meat and dairy goat projects.  Belle 
has helped with previous county wide goat project 
meetings and attended clinics to further her 
knowledge.  Belle wants to be a resource for local 
youth to learn and improve their goat 
showmanship techniques. 



 

 

Thank You Information       
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Livestock Opportunities       

Mark your calendars for 
this year’s UI/WSU Youth 
Livestock Field Days! 

· March 9 Beef 

· March 23 Swine 

· April 6 Sheep/Goat 

These are open to all 4-H & 
FFA youth/adults in the 
region! Registration 
information coming soon! 
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Livestock Opportunities      

Idaho State Department of Agriculture: 

· A case of Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI) was confirmed in 
Latah County. 

· Poultry owners should reinforce 
biosecurity measures for their flocks 
and prevent wild waterfowl from 
interacting with domestic birds.  
People that spend time in areas with 
high waterfowl traffic should also take 
precautions, as they (especially their 
shoes) could become contaminated 
and spread back onto their property.  

· Preventative measures include: 
limiting the number of people who 
interact with your birds, washing 
hands before and after handling the 
birds, and having dedicated clothing 
and tools for each flock. 

For questions, contact ISDA at 208-332-
8500 or info@isda.idaho.gov. 

CHIP GILLIAM MEMORIAL 
PROGRAM 

In 1997 the Chip Gilliam Memorial 
Fund was established to help Latah 
County youth by providing financial 

assistance for their 4-H and FFA 
market animal projects.  Loan 

applications are due to the Fair 
Office by March 31.  Applicants must 
be Latah County 4-H or FFA members 

and have approval from their 4-H 
Leader or FFA Advisor.  A link to the 

application can be found here. 



 

 

Other Opportunities      
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DONATIONS NEEDED 
Joe Stanley is planning a 
computer science 
workshop for this spring 
that will include dissecting 
computers, so we are 
needing donations of old 
computers (working or not)! 
Thank you in advance! 

**Open to youth ages 5-18** 
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2024 4-H Dates to Remember 

January 17 Latah County Fairgrounds Swine - Project 101 (County) 

January 17 Latah County Fairgrounds Beef - Diseases (County) 

January 22 Latah County Fairgrounds Leaders MeeƟngs (County) 

February 7 Latah County Fairgrounds Cloverbud AcƟvity Night (County) 

February 17-19 Boise Know Your Government (State) 

February 24 Lewiston High School Super Saturday (Regional) 

February 25 Latah County Fairgrounds Model Horse Show (County) 

February 26 Latah County Fairgrounds Leader Training—ZSuite (County) 

March 9 AsoƟn County Fairgrounds Beef Field Day (Regional) 

March 23 Latah County Fairgrounds Swine Field Day (Regional) 

March 25 Latah County Fairgrounds Leaders MeeƟngs (County) 

March 31 Extension Office Enrollment DUE (County) 

March 31 Jim Logan, Fairgrounds Chip Gilliam ApplicaƟons DUE (County) 

April 6 UI Campus, Moscow Sheep/Goat Field Day (Regional) 

April 22 Latah County Fairgrounds Leader Training (County) 

May 8 Latah County Fairgrounds Cloverbud AcƟvity Night (County) 

January 9, 16 Lewiston Community Center UI Winter Beef School (Regional) 

May 28 Latah County Fairgrounds Leaders MeeƟngs (County) 

June 24-27 UI Campus, Moscow State Teen AssociaƟon ConvenƟon (State) 

July 22 Latah County Fairgrounds Leaders MeeƟngs (County) 

August 26 Latah County Fairgrounds Pre-Fair Parent/Leader/Advisor MeeƟng (County) 

September 11-15 Latah County Fairgrounds FAIR! (County) 

September 23 Latah County Fairgrounds Leaders MeeƟngs (County) 


