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Pollinators are the unsung heroes of our 

environment, playing a crucial role in 

sustaining both biodiversity and our food 

systems. From bees and butterflies to 

hummingbirds and beetles, these crea-

tures pollinate a vast array of plants we 

rely on. In this article, we explore how 

pollinators work, why they’re important, 

and how you can help protect them. 

What Are Pollinators? 

Pollinators are animals that transfer pol-

len from one flower to another, helping 

plants reproduce. When they visit flowers 

in search of nectar and pollen, they inad-

vertently carry pollen from one flower to 

another, fertilizing it. This allows the 

plant to produce seeds, fruits, and new 

plants. Without pollinators, many plants 

would fail to reproduce, making them 

vital for plant survival. 

Why Support Pollinators? 

Pollinators are essential for over 90% of 

flowering plants, including food crops like 

fruits, vegetables, and nuts. Around 75% 

of the world’s food crops depend on polli-

nation. Without pollinators, our food 

sources would diminish, and ecosystems 

would lose essential biodiversity. For ex-

ample, bees help pollinate crops like al-

falfa, cucumbers, and apples—foods that 

support both human and wildlife popula-

tions. 

Types of Pollinators 

In regions like Idaho and Wyoming, over 

400 species of pollinators are at work. 

These include: 

• Bees: Native bees, like bumblebees 

and carpenter bees, as well as non-

native honeybees, are essential. Each 

species has its own role in pollination, 

with bees having specialized tongues 

that allow them to access nectar from 

specific flowers. 

• Butterflies: Monarchs, which rely on 

milkweed, are among the most iconic 

pollinators. Unfortunately, their popula-
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tions have plummeted due to habitat 

loss and disease, like the parasite 

Ophryocystis elektrosirha. 

• Moths: Though less recognized than 

butterflies, moths are efficient pollina-

tors, especially at night when many flow-

ers are open. 

Other Insects and Animals: Humming-

birds, bats, and even beetles and flies 

contribute to pollination, helping plants 

continue to thrive. 

The Decline of Pollinators 

Pollinators face several threats, including 

habitat loss, climate change, disease, 

and invasive species. Monarch butterfly 

numbers have dropped dramatically, 

with a 99.4% decrease in western popu-

lations since the 1980s. The loss of milk-

weed, their primary food source, is a ma-

jor factor. Similarly, bee populations are 

decimated by parasites like the Varroa 

mite, while pesticide exposure worsens 

the situation. 

Habitat loss—especially the destruction 

of overwintering sites for monarchs—and 

climate change are also significant chal-

lenges. Seasonal migrations and habi-

tats are being altered, making it harder 

for pollinators to thrive. 

What You Can Do to Help 

Here are simple steps to support pollina-

tors in your garden: 

1. Plant a Diversity of Blooms: Pollina-

tors need a consistent supply of nectar 

and pollen. Choose a variety of native 

plants that bloom at different times 

throughout the year. Native plants are 

better suited to local climates and often 

require fewer pesticides. 

2. Protect Nesting and Egg-Laying 

Sites: Ground bees, for example, nest in 

bare soil. You can help by leaving some 

areas of your garden untouched and cre-

ating shelter like brush piles, dead tree 

trunks, or even bee houses made from 

bamboo or wood. 

3. Avoid Pesticides: Pesticides can 

harm pollinators, especially if applied 

incorrectly. If you must use them, opt for 

less toxic options and apply them during 

evening hours when pollinators are less 

active. 

Support Habitat Restoration: Advocate 

for local policies that protect and restore 

pollinator habitats. Healthy, natural envi-

ronments are crucial for the survival of 

pollinators. 

 

The Bottom Line 

Pollinators are essential to the health of 

ecosystems and food systems. By plant-

ing native flowers, protecting nesting 

sites, and minimizing pesticide use, you 

can make a real difference in their sur-

vival. In the face of climate change and 

habitat destruction, it’s more important 

than ever to protect these vital crea-

tures. Every step, no matter how small, 

helps ensure that pollinators continue to 

thrive for generations to come. 

(Continued from page 1) 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION UPDATE 

National Pollinator Week                   

June 16-22, 2025                                                             

https://pollinator.org/pollinator-week  

Join us for a Pollinator and Honey-
bee Talk at Valley of the Tetons  

Library –Victor Branch 

Monday, June 23rd 5-6 pm 

Pollinators are essential to the health of 

ecosystems and food systems.  Learn how you can make a real 

difference in their survival. 

https://pollinator.org/pollinator-week
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Take a moment to familiarize     

yourself with the symptoms of heat 

related illnesses and what actions 

you can take.  

About Heat & Your 

Health                

Managing & Pre-

venting Heat Stress                

According to NOAA's Climate Prediction 
Center the 2025 sum-
mer forecast calls for 
'overwhelmingly 
above normal' heat 
starting in June. 
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UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION UPDATE 
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Register: Virtual Food Safety Program - University of 
Idaho Extension  

Scan QR code to register for classes. 

  

 SEASON 1:   Unpacking the grain shed. 

 SEASON 2:     Field to Flour. 

 SEASON 3:     Grain to glass. 

  

   

Scan QR code for Podcast : 

Season 4 of the Inland Northwest 

Artisan Grains Podcast Launch-

ing Soon! 
  

The goal of the Inland Northwest      Arti-

san Grains Podcast is to support the 

development of artisan grains    values-

based supply chains and      production of 

value-added artisan grains products in 

the Inland Northwest region of Idaho, 

Washington, Oregon, and Montana. 

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/news/food-safety
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/news/food-safety
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Scan QR code to listen: 
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During the 6-week Tin Cup Giving period give to your local 

nonprofits including Teton County 4-H, and your donation 

will be partially matched by a grant from 

the Community Foundation of Teton Val-

ley. 1 in 4 local households participate! 

Make your donation to Teton County 4-H 

beginning June 13th!  
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Donation Sheet can be found on Zsuite 
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Teton County 4-H is proud to recognize seven outstanding grad-

uating seniors as recipients of the 2025 Teton County 4-H 

Scholarship. Each student will receive $1,000, awarded over 

three years of study at an Idaho college, university, technical 

institute, or trade school. 

This year’s honorees are: 

Quinn Roberts, Garrett Wilson, Brynlee Foley, Adysen Clayton, 

Taylor Beebe, Braeden Furniss, and Kaitlyn Hill. 

These remarkable youth have demonstrated not only dedication 

to their academics—each graduating in the top 50% of their 

class—but also a strong commitment to their clubs, community, 

and the values of 4-H. Notably, Adysen Clayton and Brynlee Fo-

ley are graduating in the top 20%, while Garrett Wilson and 

Quinn Roberts finish in the top 10 of the Class of 2025, with 

Garrett ranking #7 and Quinn #6. 

During the Annual 4-H Scholarship Dinner held on Monday, May 

19, 2025, Abby Grundler delivered a heartfelt tribute to the 

graduates. In her remarks, she highlighted how each senior has 

embodied the 4-H pledge in their daily lives and in their scholar-

ship essays. Their words reflected deep thought, maturity, and 

a passion for service. 

Quinn Roberts shared, “Ever since I was a Cloverbud, 4-H has 

been a big part of my life. The pledge has acted as a guide to 

me…suggesting improvement in our mind, heart, hands, and 

overall health. We need to enhance ourselves to give more to 

our club and community.” 

Garrett Wilson reflected on “clearer thinking”: “This idea has 

helped me stay away from dangerous substances and inappro-

priate activities…Having a positive attitude through tough times 

makes me stronger.” 

Brynlee Foley emphasized “greater loyalty”: “Loyalty means be-

ing someone others can count on… I stick to my goals and enjoy 

supporting others.” 

Adysen Clayton found meaning in “larger service”: “I love help-

ing others…That desire to serve is a big reason I’ve chosen a 

career in nursing.” 

Taylor Beebe opened up about “better living”: “I now realize the 

importance of taking care of your well-being so I can live life to 

the fullest.” 

Kaitlyn Hill expressed pride in mentoring: “Knowing I am an 

example to the younger kids has reminded me to make good 

decisions and remember how my actions affect others.” 

And Braeden Furniss concluded beautifully: “When I was young-

er, I may have skipped over the 4-H pledge. However, now I 

know that the pledge is what 4-H is about.” 

These reflections exemplify what it means to live by the 4-H 

pledge. We congratulate Quinn, Garrett, Brynlee, Adysen, Taylor, 

Braeden, and Kaitlyn—and look forward to seeing the difference 

they’ll continue to make in their communities and the world. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2025! 

Seven Teton County 4-H Seniors Awarded 

2025 Teton County 4-H Scholarships  
story by Abby Grundler Teton County 

4-H Coordinator 

Beyond Ready—National 4-H campaign 

Teton County 4-H 

Thank You for Supporting the 4-H Scholarship Dinner! 

A heartfelt thank you to all the 4-H friends and families who 

attended the Scholarship Dinner on May 19th—with over 

300 in attendance, it was a fantastic evening of celebration 

and community spirit! 

Special thanks to the youth who sold tickets, the families 

who helped set up, the leaders who gathered items for club 

silent auction baskets, and everyone who brought desserts 

for the live auction. 

Thanks to your generous support, Teton County 4-H raised 

$4,800 for the 4-H Scholarship Endowment—an incredible 

investment in our youth's futures! 
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13th– Tin Cup Giving Opens 

16th-Eastern District Horse Judging Madison County 

18th, 19th, 25th, 26th -AgRobotics prep days 10-noon 

23rd, 30th- Record Book Help  10-Noon 

20th– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp- “Garden 

Camp” 

27th– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp– “Farm 

Camp”  

4th-Office Closed 

7th, 14th, 21st, 28th-Record Book Help  10-Noon 

8th-10th-Alpine Horse Camp, Alpine Wyoming     

9th-10th-AgRobotics prep days 10-noon 

11th– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp- Aerospace”     

12th- AgRobotics Competition: “Native Bees” 9-2PM 

18th– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp- “Wild 

Things” 

19th– Annual Tin Cup Event 7-12 PM 

25th– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp– “Survivor 

Camp” 

1st– ABC 4-H Friday Summer Day Camp– “4-H Olym-

pics” 

4th-9th-Teton County Fair 

 4th Horse Show and Working Ranch 

 5th Interviews and Indoor Projects Judging 

         Style Review 

 6th Livestock Weigh-in 

  Demonstrations 

 7th 4-H FFA– Livestock, Poultry, Rabbit shows 

 8th Demonstrations, Appreciation Picnic, Live

  stock Sale  

 9th Cat and Dog Sows, Fair 

clean up 

29th-Teton County 4-H Awards Ceremony 

Quinn Roberts Awarded Idaho 

Friends of 4-H Scholarship 
Teton County 4-H is proud to announce that Quinn Roberts 

has been awarded the prestigious Idaho Friends of 4-H  

College Scholarship. Quinn will be recognized at the annu-

al Clover Banquet held during the State Teen Association 

Convention (STAC) on June 25 at the Bruce M. Pitman 

Center Ballroom on the University of Idaho campus in 

Moscow, Idaho. 

The Idaho Friends of 4-H Scholarship provides financial 

assistance to outstanding high school seniors who have 

been active in 4-H and plan to continue their education at 

a college, university, technical institute, or trade school 

within Idaho. Applicants must be between the ages of 16 

and 20, and have been involved in 4-H for at least four 

years, with two of those years occurring during high 

school. 

Quinn, a dedicated 4-H member, received a $1,000 schol-

arship. While he plans to attend college in Idaho, he will 

defer his scholarship for two years while he serves a mis-

sion for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Congratulations, Quinn, on this well-earned recognition 

and your continued commitment to service and learning! 
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State 4-H  
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Idaho State 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl Contest  
Tuesday, July 1, 2025 1:00 PM  

Gooding County Extension Office,  

203 Lucy Lane Gooding, ID 83330  

Registration is open in ZSuite Events 
Entry deadline June 20, 2025 

 
 

For Contest rules and information, go to: 

https://4h.zsuite.org/api/files/user-uploads/114688/2025-05-13_16-49-03_Livestock+Quiz+Bowl+rules+2025.pdf 
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National 4-H 

It may have been a while since you were last in 4-H, or you may 

still be a 4-H’er doing amazing things. We want to know how your 

4-H experience started and how it’s going. Share a photo of your-

self from early on and one of you today and a short description of 

how 4-H has made you Beyond Ready in your life and career.  

Share your 4-H story today  

 

 

Just scan the QR code to get started 
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FAIRBOARD MEETING 

June 11 7-9 PM Teton County Fairgrounds 

18TH ANNUAL TIN CUP GIVING  

June 13-July 25 

  

EASTERN IDAHO DISTRICT 4-H HORSE JUDGING 

June 16  Madison County Fairgrounds 

 

PERSERVE FOR FUN CANNING CLASS  

June 17 10-12:30 

Teton County Fairgrounds. Come make Mango and Tomato 

Salsa. 

 

ABC 4-H FRIDAY SUMMER DAY CAMP 

June 20  9-3 PM 

Youth 2nd-5th grade. Garden Camp 

 

POLLINATOR CHAT VICTOR LIBRARY 

June 23 5-6: PM 

 

ABC 4-H FRIDAY SUMMER DAY CAMP 

June 27, 9-3 PM  

Youth 2nd-5th grade. Farm Camp 

 

ABC 4-H FRIDAY SUMMER DAY CAMP 

June 27, 9-3 PM  

Youth 2nd-5th grade. Farm Camp 

 

4-H LIVESTOCK MEETING  

June 30, 5:30-6:30  

Hosted by Teton County Livestock Committee– Marketing 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CONTACT US 

 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION, TETON COUNTY  

Mailing Address: 

 150 Courthouse Dr. #208. Driggs, ID 83422 

Physical Address:                                                                      

 445 N. Main St., Driggs, ID. 83422 

Phone: 208-776-8235 

Email:   teton@uidaho.edu 

Web: https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/county/teton/4-h 

 

Staff: 

Jennifer Werlin, Extension Educator 

jwelin@uidaho.edu 

 

Tammy Sachse, Extension Assistant 

teton@uidaho.edu 

 

Abby Grundler,  4-H Coordinator 

teton4h@uidaho.edu 

 

 


