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EXPERIENCE:
Teaching, Extension and Research Appointments:
Associate Professor, University of Idaho College of Law, Aug. 2020-present

Visiting Clinical Professor and Director of the Immigration Clinical Practice, University of lowa
College of Law, May 2019-May 2020

Professor, Valparaiso University School of Law, Aug. 2018-Aug. 2019

Associate Professor, Valparaiso University School of Law, Aug. 2015-Aug. 2018

Assistant Professor, Valparaiso University School of Law, Aug. 2012-Aug. 2015

Director of the Immigration Clinic, Valparaiso University School of Law, Aug. 2012-Aug. 2019

Visiting Associate Professor and Director of the Immigrant Justice Clinic, University of Wisconsin
Law School, Jan. 2018-Aug. 2018

Clinical Teaching Fellow, Georgetown Law, Center for Applied Legal Studies, July 2010-June 2012
Lecturer, University of Chicago School of Law, Sept. 2009-June 2010
Academic Administrative Appointments:
Director, Immigration Litigation and Appellate Clinic, University of Idaho College of Law
Non-Academic Employment:
Senior Attorney, Legal Aid Chicago, Sept. 2004-July 2010
Assistant Defender, Office of the State Appellate Defender, Nov. 2003-Aug. 2004
Staff Attorney, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law, Sept. 2002-Oct. 2003
Staff Attorney, Legal Aid Chicago, Aug. 2000-Aug. 2002
Consulting:
Immigration Justice Campaign, Training Designer, 2018-19
Legal Action of Wisconsin, Immigration Law Consultant, 2018-19
TEACHING ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
Areas of Specialization:
Immigration Law
Clinical Legal Education
Constitutional Law
Courses Taught:
University of Idaho College of Law:
Constitutional Law II, Fall 2023
Skill Practicum: Immigration Law & Habeas, Law 991, Summer 2021
Immigration Law & Policy, Law 985, Spring 2021, Fall 2021, Fall 2022
Immigration Litigation & Appellate Clinic, Law 996, Fall 2020-Present

Valparaiso University Law School:
Immigration Clinic, 2012-2019
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Constitutional Law I, Fall 2016, Fall 2017
Constitutional Law II, Spring 2016, Spring 2017

University of Iowa College of Law:
Immigration Clinic, Fall 2019, Spring 2020

University of Wisconsin Law School
Immigrant Justice Clinic, Spring 2018, Summer 2018

Georgetown Law
Center for Applied Legal Studies, Fall 2010, Spring 2011, Fall 2011, Spring 2012

University of Chicago
Asylum Law, Fall 2010

Students Advised (at U of I):
Student Groups

Latino/a Law Caucus, Moscow Campus Faculty Advisor 2021-24
Journal of Critical Legal Studies (CRIT), Faculty Advisor 2022-23

Professional Degree Students:

Catherine Yenne (Idaho Law Review), Reviving the Alien Tort Statute: A Roadmap to Recovery for Asylum
Seekers Suffering the Harm of Refoulement (2021)

Alejandra Cabrales (Idaho Law Review), Does the Supreme Court’s Interpretation of 8 U.S.C. § 1226(c) in
Preap Wipe Out Due Process Rights for Noncitizens Held in Immigration Detention? (2022)

Materials Developed: (non-scholarship activity)

Immigration Justice Campaign, Removal Defense Workshop, Delivered to immigration attorneys
throughout the United States from 2018-19.

Courses Developed:

Skills Practicum: Immigration Law & Habeas (for U of I and the University of New Mexico Law School)
Immigration Litigation and Appellate Clinic (U of I)

Immigration Clinic (Valparaiso University School of Law)

Asylum law (University of Chicago)

Workshops and Invited Lectures:

“Can Generative Al Help Us Teach Competent, Ethical Lawyering and Achieve Social Justice? A
Hands-On Conversation,” Northwest Clinical Conference, Leavenworth, WA, Nov. 4, 2023 (with Nick
Smith and LeighAnne Thompson)

“With a Little Help from My Friends: Managing Stress in a Hostile Political Environment with
Assistance from Non-Lawyers, Concurrent Session at the AALS Conference on Clinical Legal
Education, Chicago, IL, May 1, 2018 (with George Baboila, Colleen Boraca, Janet Goode, Anjum
Gupta, Susan Hazeldean, Lucy Johnston-Walsh, James Mitchell, Rachel Settlage, Virgil Wiebe, and
Amanda Zelechoski).

“Immigration in the First 100 Days: A panel discussion examining immigration policies in the Trump
administration’s first 100 days” (with Anita Ortiz Maddali, William Howell, Allison Tirres, and Sioban
Albiol), Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, Chicago, IL, April 21, 2017.
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“Trump’s Executive Orders and What They Mean for Immigration,” Panel Presentation, University of
Chicago Law School, Chicago, IL, Feb. 3, 2017 (with Claudia Flores, Caryn Lederer, Aziz Huq, and
Maria Woltjen).

“From Theory to Practice,” Panel Presentation, Valparaiso University Institute for Leadership and
Service Conference, “Send Money, Prayers & People: The Evolving Exchange Between Belief and
Action in Global Humanitarian Work,” April 2, 2016.

“Crimmigration: Examining the State of Affairs in U.S. Immigration Enforcement,” Panel
Presentation, University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, IL, Feb. 26, 2016 (with Dean Thomas
Miles, Daniel Morales, and Mark Fleming).

“Beyond Deportation: The Role of Prosecutorial Discretion in Immigration Cases,” Panel Presentation
sponsored by the Chicago Bar Foundation, the Chicago Bar Association, and the National Immigrant
Justice Center, Chicago, IL, Oct. 8, 2015 (with Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia, Claudia Valenzuela, and
Tara Magner).

“Law Practice and Social Change in the Academy,” Plenary Panel Presentation at the Emerging
Immigration Scholars Conference, University of Miami, Miami, FL, June 12, 2015 (with Annie Lai,
Christopher Lasch, and Maria Woltjen).

“The Past, Present, and Future of Immigration Law,” Martin Luther King Day Address to the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago, Chicago, IL, Jan. 21, 2013.

“Immigration and the Obama Administration: Past, Present, and Future,” panel discussion sponsored
by the American Constitution Society, the University of Chicago Law School, Nov. 30, 2012.

“The Far-Reaching Effects of Crimmigration,” panel presentation at the Southeastern Association of
Law Schools 2012 Annual Conference, Amelia Island, FL, Aug. 1, 2012.

“Starting a New Clinic? Proposing and Developing In-House Clinics in a Changing Environment,”
Concurrent Session Presentation at the Association of American Law Schools Conference on Clinical
Legal Education, Los Angeles, CA, May 1, 2012 (with Anjum Gupta, Jennifer Koh, and Rachel
Settlage).

“A World Without DOMA: Bankruptcy, Immigration and Tax Implications,” Hot Topic panel
presentation at Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, Jan. 7, 2012
(with William Eskridge, Patricia Cain, Jackie Gardina and David Herzig)

“The National Security Backlog in Asylum Adjudication,” panel presentation at DePaul University
School of Law conference, “Reframing Reform: Immigration as the Solution,” Chicago, IL, October
24,2011.

“Deaths in Immigration Detention,” panel discussion hosted by the Labor, Employment, and
Immigration Law Society at Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, IL, March 4, 2010.

Honors and Awards:

Allan G. Shepard Professor, 2022-23

Established in the memory and honor of the late Chief Justice “to enhance the mission and the reputation
of the University of Idaho College of Law by providing it the means by which to attract and retain highly
distinguished faculty members.” The Endowment directs the dean to “choose highly qualified persons with
records of distinguished service to legal education.”

Michael and Dianne Swygert Teaching Fellow
Valparaiso University School of Law, 2016-2018, for exemplifying “the highest standards of teaching
and service” to students.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Award, Valparaiso University, Jan. 2018, for “making significant and lasting
contributions to create an environment where diversity is honored and respected on campus and within
the broader community.”

SCHOLARSHIP ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
Law Review Publications:

Immigration Law and Slavery: Rethinking the Migration or Importation Clause, 2023 Wis. L. Rev.
1125

Work and Employment for DACA Recipients, 39 Yale J. Reg. Bulletin (2021)
Distancing Refugees, 97 Denver Univ. L. Rev. 761 (2020)

Zealous Administration: the Deportation Bureaucracy (with Robert Knowles), 72 Rutgers Univ. L.
Rev. 101 (2020)

Crimmigration in Gangland: Race, Crime, and Removal During the Prohibition Era, 16 Ohio St. J.
Crim. L. 65 (2018) (solicited by peer reviewed journal)

The Immigrant Right to Work, 31 Georg. Imm. L. J. 243 (2017)
The Status of Nonstatus, 64 Am. U. L. Rev. 1115 (2015) (lead article)

Shattering the One-Way Mirror: Discovery in Immigration Court, 79 Brook. L. Rev. 1569 (2014),
reprinted in 19-15 Bender’s Immigr. Bull. 01 (2014)

Persons Who Are Not the People: The Changing Rights of Immigrants in the United States, 44 Colum.
Hum. Rts. L. Rev. 367 (2013)

lllegal Aid: Legal Assistance to Immigrants in the United States, 33 Card. L. Rev. 619 (2011)
Pulling Teeth: the State of Mandatory Immigration Detention, 45 Harv. C.R.-C.L. L. Rev. 601 (2010)

Unfair Evictions: Where Landlord-Tenant and Fair Housing Law Intersect, 37 Clearinghouse Rev.
418 (Nov.-Dec. 2003)

Scholarly Presentations:

“Migration and Importation,” Constitutional Law Colloquium, Loyola University Chicago School of
Law, Nov. 5, 2022.

“Distancing Refugees,” Denver Law Review Symposium, Immigration Law in Shifting Times,
University of Denver Sturm College of Law, Feb. 7, 2020.

“Deportation Zealots: A Public Choice Account of Immigration Enforcement,” Work in Progress
Presentation at Emerging Immigration Scholars Conference, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah,
June 7, 2019

“Crimmigration in Gangland: Race, Crime, and Removal during the Prohibition Era,” Professorial
Lecture at Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN, Sept. 20, 2018.

“Crimmigration in Gangland: Race, Crime, and Removal during the Prohibition Era,” Work in
Progress Presentation at the Central States Law Schools Association 2017 Scholarship Conference,
Southern Illinois University School of Law, Carbondale, IL, Oct. 6, 2017.
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“The Immigrant Right to Work,” Seventh Annual Constitutional Law Colloquium, Loyola University,
Chicago, IL, Nov. 4, 2016.

“Resuscitating Immigrants’ Right to Work,” Work in Progress Presentation, Association
of American Law Schools (AALS) Clinical Section Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD,
May 3, 2016.

“DACA: Executive Discretion or Lawmaking,” panel presentation at the Association of American
Law Schools (AALS) Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Jan. 5, 2015 (with Alina Das, Peter
Margulies, Juliet Stumpf, and Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia) (broadcast on C-SPAN).

“Shattering the One-Way Mirror: Discovery in Immigration Court,” 2013 Biennial LatCrit Conference,
Chicago, IL, Oct. 4, 2013.

“Shattering the One-Way Mirror: Discovery in Immigration Court,” Loyola University Chicago School
of Law, Chicago, IL, Sept. 10, 2013.

“Increasing Transparency in Immigration Court Cases,” Work in Progress Presentation at University of
California, Irvine, “Emerging Immigration Law Scholars & Teachers Conference,” Irvine, CA, June
13,2013.

“Illegal Aid: Legal Assistance to Immigrants in the United States,” American University Washington
College of Law “Emerging Immigration Law Scholars & Teachers Conference,” Washington, DC,
May 20, 2011.

“Expanding Immigrant Access to Counsel: A Proposal to Revive Civil Legal Services for Immigrants,”
Georgetown Law, Migration Policy Institute, and Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc., “8®
Annual Immigration Law and Policy Conference,” Washington, DC, April 26, 2011 (broadcast on C-
SPAN).

“Justice for Whom—the Embattled History of Legal Aid for Immigrants,” New England Law Review
Symposium: “Crossing the Border: the Future of Immigration Law and Its Impact on Lawyers,”
Boston, MA, Nov. 12, 2010.

Professional Workshops:

“Lawyering and Loss,” Moderator for Panel Discussion associated with the Bellwood Memorial
Lecture at the University of Idaho College of Law (with Maria Andrade, Ritchie Eppink, and Solicitor
General Elizabeth Prelogar).

“Immigration 101: The Deportation Machine,” 2022 Fall Immigration Skills Conference, Boise, ID,
Oct. 7, 2022.

“Practical Removal Skills: Throwing Wrenches in the Government’s Deportation Machine,” Panel
presentation at the American Immigration Lawyers Association 2019 Fall CLE Conference, Park City,
UT, Sept. 13, 2019.

“Current Trends in Federal Crimmigration Litigation at Circuit and Supreme Courts,” Panel
presentation at the American Immigration Lawyers Association Seventh Annual Rocky Mountain
Immigration & Naturalization Litigation Conference, Denver, CO, Oct. 12, 2018.

“Winning on Paper: Procedural Motions and Evidentiary Rules Practice in Immigration Court,” Panel
Presentation at the American Immigration Lawyers Association and National Immigration Project
2018 Removal Defense Conference, Washington, D.C., April 12, 2018.

“The Constitutional Rights of Noncitizens,” presentation at “Responding to the New Immigration
Enforcement Landscape: A Symposium for Pro Bono Attorneys,” Northwestern Pritzker School of
Law, Chicago, IL, March 16, 2017.
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“Updates and Advanced Topics in Removal Defense and Federal Litigation,” panel presentation at the
American Immigration Lawyers’ Association Conference, “Advanced Issues in Immigration,”
Indianapolis, IN, Oct. 21, 2016.

“Exploitation and Trafficking of Low-wage, Itinerant and Short-term Workers,” panel presentation at
“The Modern-Day American Worker: Using Immigration and Labor Laws to Remedy Worker
Exploitation,” Loyola University of Chicago School of Law, Chicago, IL March 22, 2016.

“LGBT or Q? Prove It: Bias in the Adjudication of Immigration Claims Based on Sexual Orientation,”
Panel Presentation at the LGBT Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, Aug. 6, 2015.

“Removal Orders without the Right to a Full Immigration Court Hearing: Strategies for Challenging
the Orders and Considerations for Administrative Relief,” panel presentation at the American
Immigration Lawyers Association 2015 Midwest Regional Conference, Chicago, IL, March 9, 2015.

“International Social Justice: An Exploration of Immigration Policy and International Human Rights
Law,” panel presentation at the 2015 Norman Amaker Public Interest Law & Social Justice Retreat,
Loyola University Chicago School of Law, Chicago, IL, Feb. 27, 2015.

“The New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, the Chicago Area Landscape, and Challenges and
Opportunities for Local Changes,” panel presentation at the Chicago Immigration Court Working
Group Symposium: “Is Chicago Ready for Change? Exploring New Models for Immigration Court and
Access to Counsel for Immigrants,” Chicago, IL, Nov. 3, 2014.

“Remedies for Unaccompanied Immigrant Children,” Presentation to the Chicago Bar Association,
Human Rights Committee, Chicago, IL, Aug. 26, 2014.

“Challenging Charges in the Notice to Appear,” panel discussion at American Immigration Lawyers’
Association Midwest Regional Conference, Chicago, IL, March 14, 2014.

“Game On: Day of Trial,” panel discussion at American Immigration Lawyers Association Fall
Litigation Workshop, Chicago, IL, Nov. 14, 2013.

“The Civil Rights Implications of Immigration Reform as It Relates to Immigration Court,” Testimony
before the Illinois Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, DePaul College of
Law, Chicago, IL, Sept. 23, 2013.

“A Public Forum: Immigration Court Reform: Part of Comprehensive Immigration Reform,” panel
discussion sponsored by the Chicago Appleseed Fund for Justice and Casa Aztlan at the Lozano
Library, Chicago, IL, April 13, 2013.

“Children’s Asylum Cases,” Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. Legal Orientation Program for
Custodians of Unaccompanied Children (LOPC) Conference: “Update on Substantive Relief Available
to Children in Removal Proceedings and Impact of Criminal Issues on That Relief,” Washington, DC,
May 5, 2011.

“Silence Is No Longer Golden: Padilla v. Kentucky and the Duty of Criminal Defense Attorneys to
Adpvise their Clients about the Immigration Consequences of Convictions,” panel discussion at

Milwaukee Bar Association, Milwaukee, WI, June 18, 2010.

“You Can’t Do That Here: Different Results in Different Venues,” panel discussion at American
Immigration Lawyers’ Association Annual Conference, Las Vegas, NV, June 5, 2009.

“Federal Court Updates,” panel discussion at American Immigration Lawyers’ Association Midwest
Regional Conference, Chicago, IL, April 6, 2009.

“Stipulated Orders of Removal—Not Giving Up the Right to Defend Against Deportation,” panel
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discussion at the DePaul University conference, “Responding to ICE Enforcement: Strategies for
Community and Legal Advocates,” Chicago, IL, March 24, 2009.

Grants and Contracts Awarded:

SERVICE:

The Leaffer Foundation, Leaffer Border Justice Fund, Awarded Dec. 2022; $20,000 awarded
The Leaffer Foundation, Leaffer Border Justice Fund, Awarded Dec. 2021; $20,000 awarded
The Leaffer Foundation, Leaffer Border Justice Fund, Awarded Dec. 2020; $20,000 awarded.

Agreement Between Washington State University and the University of Idaho for the Provision of
Immigration legal Services to WSU Students, up to $40,600 awarded for each academic year, 2020-2023.

Major Committee Assignments:

University of Idaho
Borah Foundation Committee, 2021-23

University of Idaho College of Law

Dean’s Advisory Committee, 2021-23

Chair, Curriculum Committee, 2021-23

Member, Curriculum Committee, 2020-Present.

Member, Diversity & Human Rights Committee, 2020-2021

Valparaiso University

Co-Chair, Presidential Commission for an Inclusive Valparaiso Community, 2017
Member, Presidential Commission for an Inclusive Valparaiso Community, 2016-2017
Member, Campus Judicial Board, 2017-19

Facilitator, Strategic Planning Process, 2017

Valparaiso University School of Law

Chair, Career Planning Committee, 2018-19

Member, Career Planning Committee, 2013-18

Member, Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2013-2017

Member, Fellowship Selection Committee, Poverty Law Fellow, 2015-2017
Member, Summer Public Interest Stipend Committee, 2015-2017

Chair, Student Evaluation Task Force, 2013-14

Professional and Scholarly Organizations

American Immigration Lawyers Association, 2002-Present

Association of American Law Schools (AALS) Clinical Legal Education Section, 2012-Present
Clinical Legal Education Association (CLEA), 2012-2020

National Science Foundation Proposal Reviewer, April 2018

Chicago Council of Lawyers, Board of Governors, 2009-10

Outreach Service:

Quoted in Anthony Kuipers, US Court of Appeals Visits Moscow, Moscow-Pullman Daily News,
March 30, 2023

Quoted in Steve Nakata, WSU and U of I providing free immigration consultations, WSU Insider, Nov.
14,2022
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Interviewed for DW Gibson, Immigration Lawyer Geoffrey Heeren on the Legal Considerations of
Ron DeSantis’s Move to Transport Migrants from Texas to Massachusetts, Ideaspace, Sept. 26, 2022

“La Bienvenida: An Introduction to Immigrant Rights,” Washington State University, Office of
Undocumented Initiatives, May 15, 2022

Quoted in Marco Poggio, Debate Over Immigrants’ Gun Rights Ignites in 2nd Cir. Case, LAW360,
Sept. 12, 2021

Interviewed for The Vandal Theory, Season 4, Episode 3: Geoffrey Heeren — Immigration Law
Clinic, Apr. 2021, https://www.uidaho.edu/news/the-vandal-theory

Understanding the Biden Administration’s Immigration Policies, Presentation for Washington State
University, Office of Undocumented Initiatives, April 9, 2021

Quoted in Rachel Spacek, Asylum seeker reunited with family from efforts of U of I immigration law
clinic, Idaho Mountain Express, Dec. 25, 2020 (describing immigration clinic advocacy that led to
release of asylum seeker from immigration detention to rejoin her children for the holidays for the first
time in three years)

Quoted in Gretel Kauffman, Detained by ICE with no bond hearing, Idaho man takes legal action,
Idaho Press, Nov. 20, 2020 (describing habeas petition filed by University of Idaho College of Law

Immigration Clinic in collaboration with the immigration clinic at Duke)

“Immigration Pathways,” Presentation for Washington State University, Office of Undocumented
Initiatives, Oct. 23, 2020

Quoted in Scott Gordon, From Detention to Court, Wisconsin Immigration Lawyers Labor to
Represent their Clients, WisCONTEXT, July 25, 2018

“Immigration and Advising: Advising Practices in the Current Sociopolitical Climate,” Panel
Presentation at the University of Wisconsin Advising Conference, Feb. 28, 2018, Madison, WI

“Immigration Law Review for the Criminal Practitioner,” presentation for the Wisconsin Public
Defender, University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, Feb. 2, 2018

Quoted in Olivia Covington, Immigration attorneys weigh varying options for DACA clients, Indiana
Lawyer, Sept. 20, 2017

Discussed in Susan Emery, Valpo Law School shines light on immigration issue, NW Indiana Times,
Sept. 19, 2017

Quoted in Olivia Covington, Bill prohibiting sanctuary campuses moves to Indiana House, Indiana
Lawyer, March 1, 2017

Quoted in State immigration lawyers say clients fearful amid Trump orders, Indiana Lawyer, Feb. 8,
2017

Quoted in Amy Lavalley, International students at Valpo advised staying put best course, Post-
Tribune, Feb. 3, 2017

Discussed in Valparaiso University students urged not to leave US, NW Indiana Times, Feb. 2, 2017

“The Executive Orders on Immigration,” Valparaiso University, Office of International Programs, Feb.
1,2017

Discussed in Editorial: Law Clinic Embodies U.S. Ideals in Handling Asylum Case, NW Indiana
Times, July 14, 2016
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Discussed in Susan Emery, VU Clinic Helps Woman Win Fight for Asylum, NW Indiana Times, July
11,2016

Quoted in Susan Emery, VU Law Students Win Asylum for Eritrean Man, NW Indiana Times, Oct. 11,
2015

Quoted in Jonah Newman, Finding a Lawyer a Huge Obstacle for Asylum Seekers in Chicago,
Chicago Reporter, May 20, 2015

Geoffrey Heeren, State Wrong to Sue Over President’s Immigration Order, Indiana Star, Dec. 9, 2014

Quoted in Marilyn Odendahl, Law Students Provide Vital Help to Immigrants, Indiana Lawyer, April
24,2013

Quoted in Oscar Avila, Fleeing Violence, Seeking Asylum in Midwest, Chicago Tribune, May 10, 2010
Quoted in Stacie Williams, One Strike, You 're Out, Chicago Reporter, Sept. 27, 2007
Geoffrey Heeren, McHenry Jail Not “Cozy,” Op-Ed, Chicago Sun-Times, June 25, 2007

Interviewed for Groups File Federal Suit on Behalf of Pakistani, NBC News, Milwaukee, March 20,
2007

Geoffrey Heeren and Lisa Palumbo, Immigration Bill Courting Disaster, Op-Ed, Chicago Sun-Times,
April 20, 2005

Community Service:

Vecina Pro Bono Mentor, April 2022-Present

CLINIC Pro Bono Attorney Mentor, 2020-Present

Immigration Justice Campaign, Pro Bono Attorney Mentor, 2020-Present

Chicago Appleseed Foundation, Immigration Court Reform Advisory Committee, 2014-present
Community Immigration Law Center, Board of Directors, Jan. 2018-Aug. 2018

Chicago Immigration Court Working Group, 2015-2016

Conferences/Events Organized:

Emerging Immigration Law Scholars Conference, Miami, FL, June 11-12, 2015

Chicago Immigration Court Working Group Symposium: “Is Chicago Ready for Change?
Exploring New Models for Immigration Court and Access to Counsel for Immigrants,”
Chicago, IL, Nov. 3, 2014



